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Good afternoon, Senator McCrory, Representative Currey, Senator Berthel, Representative 
McCarty, and members of the Education Committee. 
 
I testify today in support of House Bill 6884. This bill takes important steps toward addressing 
the educator shortage in Connecticut, showing educators that theirs is a respected profession, 
and ensuring that our classrooms and schools can provide the best possible education for our 
students. 
 
Teachers in my district dual taught throughout the pandemic. We quickly pivoted and learned 
new technology to meet the needs of our in class and remote students. We provide essential 
instruction, a sense of routine and safety for our children. It was one of the most rewarding, but 
difficult teaching experience I've had in my over 20 years in education. We were essential 
workers but not rewarded as such. Please compensate our dedication and service with a COVID 
benefit enhancement. Requiring a September 1 Kindergarten start date would positively impact 
the learning and resources at all elementary schools. Many student sometimes referred to as 
'ber' babies lack the social, emotional and academic readiness skills required to be successful in 
the primary grades. Extra resources and staff are required to help manage behaviors and work 
to improve skills that they are not always developmentally ready to grasp. Give these students 
the give of time so they will be better prepared for the early grades. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.



 


